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Cheltenham  ^ 

"*'r»*T*T!  i*.  *-?  " '■' 

Rural  District  Council. 

MEDICAL  OFFICER’:^ 
REPORT. 

) 

1925. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the 
Cheltenham  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

1 herewith  make  my  third  Annual  Report  on 
the  general  Health  conditions  and  statistics  in  your 
District  during  the  year  1925. 

1 have  endeavoured  to  arrange  them  in 
accordance  with  the  circular  648  issued  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  on  December  10th,  1925. 

This  Report  is  a Survey  Report  for  the  years 
1920-1925. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29102352 


Report. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Social  Couditions  Agricultural,  Market  Garden 

and  Residential. 

Area  ol  District  in  acres  ...  ...  18,230 

Plivsical  Features  & General  rT-n  o tt  i 

■ Character  of  Area 

population,  1925  ...  ...  ...  5,335 

Xumber  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921)  1321 

Xumber  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921) 
Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  £42,186 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  £175 

Total  M.  F. 

1 "JlBirti  Bate  (RG)  17-8 

Deaths  76  40  36  Death  Rate  (RG)  14*2 

Xumber  of  women  dying  in  or  as  a result  of 

child-birth  ...  ...  ...  0 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  per 

1,000  births  ...  ...  ...  65*9 

Legitimate  6,  Illegitimate  0,  Total  6 
Deaths  from  measles,  all  ages  ...  0 

„ ,,  whooping  cough,  all  ages  0 

,,  „ diarrhoea,  under  two  years  of  age  0 
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Births 


Infantile 

Mortality 


Deaths 


The  corrected  returns  of  the  Registrar  General 
assign  95  births  to  the  district,  4:^  male  and  51 
female  children  legitimately  born,  and  two  males 
illegitimately  born,  giving  a birth  rate  of  17’8  per 
1,000  living.  The  returns  of  the  District  Registrar 
record  41  male  births  and  49  female,  and  1 male 
illegitimately  born. 


The  deaths  of  six  children  under  one  year  were 
registered  by  the  District  Registrar,  two  being  due 
actually  to  sickness,  making  a death  rate  of  21T  per 
1,000  births.  The  death  rate  of  children  under  one 
year,  from  all  causes  is  63T,  the  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  being  75  per  1,000  births. 


The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the 
district  daring  the  year  was  60,  while  outside  the 
district  16  farther  deaths  of  residents  occurred.  The 
total  of  76,  comprising  40  males  and  36  females,  is 
high,  and  gives  a death  rate,  for  every  thousand 
living,  of  14*2,  which  contrasts  with  the  average 
death  rate  from  all  causes  for  England  and  Wales 
of  12*2.  The  deaths  were  mainly  due  to  maladies 
of  age.  9 females  died  under  60  years  of  age.  16 
were  aged  between  60  and  80  11  were  over  80. 

Of  the  males,  14  died  under  60,  16  were  between 
60  and  80,  and  10  between  80  and  90. 


The  true  death  rate  excluding  deaths  from 
violence  and  prematurely  born  infants  was  13*7  per 
1 ,000,  whereas  the  death  rate  from  all  causes  and 
at  all  ages  was  14*2  per  1,000  living. 


4 


Cancer  caused  the  death  of  17  persons,  5 male 
and  12  female,  making  a death  rate  from  cancer  of 
3'IS  per  1,000  living. 


6 deaths  from  Tuberculosis  of  the  Lungs  were 
registered  affecting  2 females  aged  34  and  42,  and 
four  males  aged  2,  29,  35  and  60.  The  death  rate 
from  Phthisis  was  ITS  per  1,000  of  all  ages  living 


Diseases  of 
Respiratory 
System 


Including  pulmonary  affections  the  direct  result 
of  influenza  together  with  deaths  certified  as  due  to 
pneumonia  and  bronchitis  there  were  11  deaths.  7 
were  males  and  4 females.  The  death  rate  from 
respiratory  diseases  was  2’06  per  1,000  of  all  ages 
living, 


Diseases  of  the 
\’ascular 
System 


There  were  certified  8 deaths  as  primarily  due 
to  heart  disease.  Together  with  these  were  3 
deaths  due  to  maladies  resulting  from  diseased  blood 
vessels.  The  total  gives  a death  rate  of  2*06  per 
1,000  of  all  ages  living,  due  to  diseases  of  the 
vascular  svstem. 


Infectious 

Diseases 


There  were  5 notifications  of  infectious  Diseases 
There  was  1 case  of  diptheria,  2 of  scarlet  fever 
and  2 of  erysipelas.  The  case  rate  for  scarlet  fever 
for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  living  w^as  2'36, 
for  diptheria  1*23  and  for  erysipelas  0*39. 


Sanitary 
Administration 
and  Public 
Health  Staff 


The  Public  Health  Staff  consists  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  one  Sanitary  Inspector.  They 
are  part  time  Officers.  The  services  of  the  Inspector 
demand  a very  considerable  portion  of  his  time. 
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General 
Provision  of 
Health 
Services  in 
the  Area 


The  provision  of  Hospital  Accommodation  for 
Infections  Diseases  is  amply  secured  at  the  Delancey 
Fever  Hospital.  Accommodation  for  Small-Pox 
cases  has  been  provided  at  Long  Hill.  These  two 
Hospitals  and  the  Cheltenham  Union  are  subsidized 
by  the  Local  Authority.  Tuberculosis  is  under 
County  arrangements.  There  is  no  Institutional 
provision  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate  infants 
and  homeless  children. 


Ambulance  facilities  are  provided  at  the 
Delancey  Hospital  for  infectious  cases  and  at  the 
Head  Quarters  of  the  joint  Red  X and  St.  John’s 
Ambulance  Societies  for  accident  cases. 

The  only  Child  Welfare  Centre  in  the  area  is 
at  Prestbury  under  voluntary  support. 


The  Treatment  Centre  for  Venereal  Diseases 
is  at  the  Cheltenham  General  Hospital. 


Most  of  the  Villages  in  the  area  have  a trained 
Nurse  provided  by  the  District  Nursing  Association 
— who  are  also  midwives. 


Arrangements  for  Chemical  Work  have  been 
made  w'ith  Dr.  Ellis,  County  Analyst,  Gloucester. 


cfrcimltances  Water  is  Sufficient  in  quality  and  quantity— 
in  the  Area  exccpt  at  Dirdllp,  the  matter  of  which  supply  is 
before  the  M.H.  Prestbury  and  Leckhampton  are 
supplied  by  the  Cheltenham  Mains — the  remaining 
Villages  by  pumps. 
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Drainage  and  LeclvL amr^tOD , Prestl^uTv  aiicl  SliiirdiDO'tOB  ha\  e 

^e\verdge  x ’ i •*'  i • 

each  a sewage  works,  which  meet  requirements. 
The  remaining  parishes  are  of  scattered  houses  and 
farms. 


Closet 

Accommoda- 

tion 


The  Villages  above  mentioned  are  served  as 
above,  the  remainder  are  provided  with  privy  type. 
Owing  to  the  scattered  natnre  of  the  houses  it  does 
not  seem  possible  to  provide  another  method.  They 
do  not  appear  to  give  rise  to  iJl-health. 


Scavenging 


There  are  no  public  arrangements  for  this — the 
private  arrangements  made  appear  efficient. 


INSPECTOR’S  REPORT.  (Housing,  etc.) 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year: 

(a)  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

(b)  part  of  Municipal  Housing  Scheme  0 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelliug  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  68 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District^  Pegulations.  1910.  35 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in 
a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 

as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation.  1 
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(4)  Number  of  dwelling  bouses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceeding  sub- 
heading) found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation.  46 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  Service  of  Formal 

Notices. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authorities  or  their  Officers.  ...  46 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A — Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  tvere  served  requiring 
repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit : — 

by  owners  ...  ...  ...  0 

( b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 

B — Proceeding  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  : — 

(a) \i^  owners  ...  ...  ...  2 

( b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 

C — Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of 

Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.  Act,  1919  0 

4.  Sanitary  Administration, 

(1)  Water  Supply. 

New  connections  with  public  supply  20 
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Xuinber  of  Wells  simk,  or  improved 

sources  of  supply  provided  ...  1 

Xumber  of  Wells  closed  ...  ...  1 

X’uinber  of  samples  taken  for  examination  0 

(2)  Sewerage  and  Drainage — 

Xumber  of  houses  newly  connected  with 
sewers  ...  ..  ...  ...  12 

Xumber  of  W.C 's  newly  supplied  with 

llushiuo:  cisterns  ...  ...  ...  2 

Xumber  of  earth  closets,  pail  closets,  or 

improved  privies  constructed  ...  1 

Xumber  of  notices  served  to  empty  privy 
vaidts  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

X umber  of  privy  vaidts  abolished  ...  1 

(.3)  Inspections — 

Slaughter  houses  1 Xo.  on  Register  1 

Bakehouses  4 >>  4 

Cowsheds  & Daries  31  „ ,,  „ 31 

Milk  and  Meat 


(4)  General — 

Xumber  of  Complaints  received  ...  70 

Xumber  of  Xuisances  reported  to 

the  Council  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Xumber  of  complaints  (swine)  reported 

to  the  Council  ...  ...  ....  4 

Total  number  of  Xuisances  abated  ...  74 

,,  ,,  ,,  Preliminary  notices  served  6 

,,  ,,  ,,  Statutory  notices  served  1 

Xumber  of  Houses  disinfected  ...  5 


Method  of  disinfection — 
Formaline  Lamp  and  Spray. 


E.  W.  MOORE,  A.R.S.l.,  R.P.C. 
Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Schools 


Housing 


There  have  been  outbreaks  of  the  minor 
infectious  diseases,  especially  of  nieasles,  which 
have  been  dealt  with  in  accordance  witli  regulations. 
The  Sanitary  conditions  of  the  Schools  in  the  area 
are  of  a sufficient  standard. 


1 General  Housing  conditions  in  each  Parish 

Cowley — Sufficient  & majority  of  required  standard. 

Cubberley — Standard  not  so  good. 

Leckhampton — Good  standard,  being  semi-urban 
district,  mostly  small  villas. 

Shurdington — Majority  good  standard,  a few  old 
pattern  are  smaller  than  meet  requirements. 

Witcombe— Standard  fair. 

Bentham — some  3 or  4 need  modernising,  they  are 
of  low  rental. 

Badgeworth  and  Up-Hatherley — none  condemned. 

Uckington  and  Swindon — Majority  up  to  staudard, 
some  very  old  but  not  unhealthy. 

Prestbury— Are  of  good  standard,  mostly  residential. 
There  is  very  little  shortage  of  houses  ; the 
requirements  of  the  district  being  nearly  met. 

2 Overcrowding — One  case  reported,  where  in- 
formal notice  was  served  and  nuisance  abated. 

3 Fitness  of  Houses — 

(a)  General  standard — good. 

(b)  G eneral  Character  of  Defects — uncleanliness 

and  small  repairs. 

(c) \b\xQ  to  lack  of  proper  management  and 

supervision  by  owners,  or  to  acts  of  waste  or 
neglect  by  tenants — about  half  and  half. 


10 


Inspection 

and 

Supervision 
of  Foods 


Prevalence  of 
and  Control 
over 

Infectious 

Diseases 


(dj  General  action  taken  as  regards  unfit  houses 
V.  detailed  statistics. 

(e)  No  difficulties  were  found  in  remedying 
unfitness. 

4 Unhealthy  Areas — nil. 


{a)  ^[ilk  Supply — The  area  is  supplied  direct  from 
farms  within  it  and  appears  satisfactory.  So  far  no 
action  has  been  taken  as  to  tubercidous  milk. 

(d)  There  is  one  Slaughter  House,  the  inspection 
of  the  meat  is  carried  out  in  conjunction  with  the 
Cheltenham  S.A. 


Notifiable  infectious  diseases  are  few,  and  have 
at  no  time  caused  anxiety,  save  the  one  case  of 
Small  Pox  in  1923.  The  measures  taken  to  vaccinate 
promptly  all  contacts,  and  those  others  willing  to  be 
vaccinated  are  believed  to  have  prevented  a further 
spread.  Vaccinations  done  by  the  M.O.H.  are  nil, 
these  being  deal t’with  privately  or  by  the  Vaccination 
Officer  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Guardians.  No 
use  has  been  made  of  the  Schick  and  Dick  Tests, 
the  necessity  not  liaving  arisen. 


Non-notifiable  acute  infectious  diseases  such  as 
measles  and  whooping  cough  have  caused  consider- 
able loss  of  attendances  amongst  scholars.  School 
intimations  have  been  utilized  and  though  at  times 
unavoidable  delays  through  postal  arrangements 
occur.  There  were  two  deaths  from  influenza. 
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Tuberculosis 
in  1925 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M 

P 

M 

F 

M 

P 

M 

F 

0 .. 

1 

1 .. 

1 

5 .. 

10  .. 

15  .. 

20  . . 

25  .. 

6 

1 

1 

35  . . 

1 

1 

45  . . 

55  . . 

1 

1 

65  & upwards 

Totals 

8 

4 

2 

The  Ratio  of  non-notified  Tuberculosis  deaths 
to  total  Tuberculosis  deaths  is  1*3. 


I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


FRANK  d.  LIDDERDALE,  M.C. 

M.B.,  B,S.,  D.PJL 
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